NON-INTERVENTION   AND   BROAD   ISSUES     8l
evidence of Portuguese help was soon forthcoming, and
there was for a moment a red danger that the Fascist Portu-
guese Republic might openly declare itself on the side of
the rebels. That might have started a European war.
In Spain itself evidence was discovered that when Gil
Robles had been Minister of War ten months previously
he and Generals Franco and Mola had made elaborate pre-
parations for the Civil War, and they had prepared secret
gun emplacements all along the Guadarrama mountains.
Happily for the Government, many loyalist officers were
very well aware of this. At the Montana barracks, in
Madrid, documents were unearthed in August providing
further evidence of a Fascist conspiracy. Thousands of
copies of a manifesto were found. It was to be distributed
after a Fascist " March on Madrid." The military rebellion
had been fixed by General Franco for the autumn, but the
murder of Calvo Sotelo was considered by the reaction-
aries to be an excellent signal for revolt.
It may be useful to turn for a moment and look at little
Portugal, whose government has played a very rascally
part in this unpleasant business. Since the arrival in
power there of General Carmona and his Jesuit Prime
Minister, Oliveira Salazar, this country has been in the
grip of a dictatorship which is as ruthless as it is unspectac-
ular. Salazar has a flair that is Jesuitical for the suppression
of truth about Portugal. He has succeeded, for example, in
persuading the Portuguese people and the outside world that
he is a " financial wizard " because he balanced that curious
phenomenon the National Budget of Portugal. For several
years he has published a statement which is nothing but an
arrangement of accounts and bookkeeping, all with the
object of showing that the country has a surplus in hand.
These statements deceived everybody but experts, and
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